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"Sometimes I wonder what I'm gonna do 
'Cause there ain't no cure for the 
summertime blues" 
-Eddie Cochrane, "Summertime Blues" 
Summertime, and the living's easy 
You can pretty much taste it now, gentle 
reader. Two more days and we are out of 
here. Give yourselves a pat on the back. 
Buy yourself a beer. Give yourself a 
reach-around. Or better yet, get someone 
else to do that. 
Because you deserve it, gentler 
reader. It's not like any school year is 
stress free , and I'm sure this one was no 
different. Tests , reports , presentations ... 
there's no end to it. 
For me, this year was different from 
any other, because I've been here , at The 
Other Press. I was here last year too, but 
writing jokes involves a lot less work 
than editing a whole paper. Of course, 
because my jokes weren' t that funny to 
begin with, I made it real easy on myself. 
But now that I'm editor, I've 
obviously been much more involved in 
the paper than I normally would've been. 
It's very time-consuming but at the same 
time very rewarding. I've gotten to work 
with a really talented crew of writers , 
editors, designers, photographers and 
artists (well , actually I've only worked 
with one artist all year) and it's been 
a real treat to watch so many of these 
people mature as writers, rise through the 
ranks, or even just learn how to italicize 
properly. 
We've had our staff come and go, 
but I think that this paper has been able to 
keep the quality high, and I hope you'll 
agree with me there. After all, you did 
approve the levy increase last semester, 
so I guess you must agree that our level 
of quality is pretty high. Or at least 50.1 
per cent of you agree .. . 
So although this is the last issue of 
The Other Press for the year (or at least 
the last issue on our weekly schedule; we 
switch to a once-monthly schedule until 
September), don't think of this as the 
end of your opportunities to get involved 
here. We'll still be taking in submissions 
all throughout the summer, and once 
September comes, we'll be needing as 
many of your submissions as we can get 
to fill up the many pages we publish on a 
weekly basis. 
And, hey, we' re hiring! What a 
coincidence, there's a hiring ad right 
below this editorial! So consider working 
here at The Other Press if you'd like 
to take on a really fun job that can lead 
to plenty of great things . Or you could 
always contribute, we love contributors! 
Or hell, just remember to keep us in your 
thoughts and think about us. Because all 
summer long, we'll be thinking of you. 
But not in a creepy way. 
Your friend in high fidelity, 
Liam Britten 
Editor-in-Chief 
The Other Press 
The Other Press is Hiring! 
News Editor 
Report on news stories around Douglas College and the local community. Interest in college 
and local events and affairs a major asset . Must have strong writing ability and be able to 
commit time to research and interviews for stories. 
Pay: $400/month 
Arts Editor 
Cover stories about all sorts of arts events and products. Reviewing, reporting and editing 
will all be the responsibility of a successful applicant. Good writing skills, fresh perspective 
and diverse interests a must! 
Pay: $400/month 
Send your resume to editor@theotherpress.ca. 
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DSU elections a success, whether candidates win or lose 
By Matthew Steinbach, News Editor 
ouple of weeks back Douglas ~ollege ~~w 
tudents campaign for the 12 pnzed pos1tions 
n the DSU's board of directors, and last week, 
the votes were tallied and seats were awarded to the 
victors . 
But what is campaigning like from the perspective 
of the candidate? Priscilla Bartleman, Alessandro 
Iachelli, Christine Nieder, and Justin Stock from the 
reFresh slate along with Deep Singh from the Vote For 
Change slate discussed campaigning in this election 
with The Other Press . 
Everyone from both slates admitted that despite 
being students their schoolwork took a hit. Alessandro 
Iachelli , a candidate with reFresh, explained that he 
didn' t realize how many essays would be due around 
campaign time when he decided to run . However, 
despite falling behind in his studies , he explained that 
running was totally worth it. 
Deep Singh, a candidate with Vote For Change, 
echoed Iachelli's statements because she found that this 
election went very well from her slate's perspective. 
She explained that she was able to work with her group 
more as a team this year compared to previous DSU 
campaigns. She found that this allowed them to have a 
better presence on campus because of this teamwork. 
Priscilla Bartleman, a fellow candidate of 
Iachelli 's , explained that she enjoyed seeing students 
being engaged by this process . She found that despite 
the missed school time, this was a win just because of 
how much more students were interested in this process 
than in previous campaigns. 
Singh agreed with Bartleman's thoughts , saying, 
"Students this time really wanted to listen." 
The fact that students finally seemed to be 
more willing to take part in their students union was 
encouraging to both sides. Bartleman found the process 
to be a huge win whether or not her slate won the 
election. 
Vote For Change quashes reFresh in landslide victory 
By Matthew Steinbach, News Editor 
I n a dank room in the Douglas Students' Union on Friday evening, the DSU's electoral officer, Jessica Magalios, along with other staff members of the 
society, counted up the ballots from this year's DSU 
election . What had been a contest between two similar 
slates, Vote For Change and reFresh, was finally over. 
In a surprising outcome, Vote For Change won by a 
landslide. The closest reFresh came to catching Vote For 
Change in any of the contested races was in the internal 
relations coordinator contest. Christine Nieder garnered 
198 votes to Shaun Dhakar of Vote For Change's 267. 
reFresh had been quite active during the campaign period 
and was expected to win at least one of the races. 
The only seats that reFresh won were college 
relations coordinator, external relations coordinator, 
disabled liaison, and pride liaison. However, the college 
and external relations races are still facing appeals by 
Jerin Mece and Deep Singh over their disqualifications . 
Pending the outcomes of those appeals, if they are 
successful, then the DSU electoral committee will also 
have to count those two races as well. Meaning Vote 
For Change could theoretically still win two more seats . 
While the liaison seats were uncontested and won by 
reFresh without controversy. 
Members of reFresh had been in the majority on 
the DSU board going into the election. One of the main 
criticisms this election has been regardless of who won 
the DSU would likely end up with an identical board of 
directors. 
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Unofficial Election Results 
(winners in bold) 
College Relations Coordinator 
IacheUi, Alessandro (reFresh) Wins by default 
Mece, Jerin (Vote For Change) Disqualified 
External Relations Coordinator 
Bartleman, Priscilla (reFresh) Wins by default 
Singh, Deep (Vote For Change) Disqualified 
Internal Relations Coordinator 
Dhakar, Shaun (Vote For Change) 267 
Nieder, Christine (reFresh) 198 
Spoiled 57 
Treasurer 
Gwardys, Sandra (reFresh) 186 
Sehembey, Jessie (Vote For Change) 281 
Spoiled 53 
Members-at-Large 
Brown, Alex (reFresh) 140 
Dahan, Chris (Vote For Change) 240 
Johannesson, Brandon (Vote For Change) 263 
Rose, Donna (reFresh) 151 
Schachner, Anna (Vote For Change) 276 
Taylor, Patrick (reFresh) 148 
Spoiled 28 
David Lam Campus Representative 
Bartels , Nolan (reFresh) 188 
Sikinic, Djoric (Vote For Change) 259 
Spoiled 74 
Aboriginal Liaison 
Allard , AI yssa 
Yes427 
No45 
Spoiled 49 
Disabled Liaison 
Berkowski , Robbie 
Yes 353 
No 101 
Spoiled 67 
Pride Liaison 
Stock, Justin 
Yes 327 
No 116 
Spoiled 80 
Women s Liaison 
Hamilton, Kristen (Vote For Change) 322 
Walker, Stephanie (reFresh) 143 
Spoiled46 
News Shorts 
By Matthew Steinbach, News Editor 
More troops to Afghanistan 
Last week, President Barack Obama 
pledged to send more non-combat troops 
to Afghanistan according to CBC.ca. 
These troops will come to the 
relief of many thinly stretched armies 
in Afghanistan who currently are 
experiencing many setbacks and few 
successes in the war against the Tali ban, 
who controlled the country and protected 
Osama Bin Laden when he targeted the 
USA on 9/11. 
EU to ban Canadian seal imports 
Canada will launch a World Trade 
Organization protest if the European 
Union bans Canadian seal imports in the 
coming weeks. 
According to a CBC.ca report, 
Stockwell Day claims that the practice 
is humane and sealers only actually kill 
a small handful of the seals in Canada. 
However, animal rights activists believe 
that clubbing a seal to death is not 
humane and that the practice should not 
be condoned. 
No spend ing limits on BC Election 
campaign spending 
Last week the BC Supreme Court refused 
to grant a stay to the BC Government's 
campaigning limitations amendments 
to the BC Election Act, which limits 
the amount of spending third parties 
can spend on campaigning during the 
election. 
Currently there are limits on the 
federal elections; however, no such 
restrictions exist on the BC elections . 
The government will now fight this most 
recent decision but it will most likely be 
too late to have this act in effect for the 
current election. 
Abbotsford's mental health and addictions resources sadly lacking 
By Shaylee Perez, Staff Reporter 
The Advanced Issues 2410 class uncovered a major problem in Abbotsford during a project 
studying harm reduction. The problem 
they discovered is a by-law in 
Abbotsford that effectively bans any 
sort of harm reduction programs for 
drug addiction. 
On April 1", class members 
Stevie Pearson, Mel Cabral, Tanya 
Friesen, Forrest Rosenthal and Nadia 
Moshtaginejad, along with some 
citizens of Abbotsford, presented their 
findings about the by-law with a special 
question and answer period where 
attendees could speak to the citizens 
about their personal experiences and 
thoughts. 
Harm reduction is generally known 
as a compassionate minimization of the 
consequences associated with mental 
illness and drug abuse. It can be seen 
in programs such as Insite, which 
promotes safety for both users and 
citizens as it provides an alternative 
to shooting up on the street, with used 
needles that can transfer disease, and 
out of the plain view of children and 
other citizens. 
While Abbotsford has the same 
problems seen in Vancouver, such as 
many people suffering from addiction 
to drugs and mentally illness, the same 
programs are not available to help 
them. The zoning by-law in question 
prohibits any needle exchanges, mobile 
exchanges and safe injection sites. The 
fact is that the people who need help 
the most are stuck in between those 
laws which prevent effective help, those 
which solely purport abstinence and 
people like Barry Shantz, who does 
everything he can to set up support 
systems in his community. 
The students encountered Shantz 
during their field research and he gave 
them a tour of downtown Abbotsford 
where needles are visibly evident on the 
street. He also took them to the place 
he calls "top of the line," the Women's 
Resource Society of the Fraser Valley's 
"Warm Zone" where women are able 
to access showers, laundry facilities 
and information about other help 
available to them, while he shared with 
them his personal experiences in using 
harm reduction techniques. 
As of now, Shantz runs an 
unofficial needle exchange, using 
the few people he trusts to help 
him distribute clean needles to the 
community, and pick up the used ones. 
"Only an ignorant person would 
see harm reduction as a bad thing. 
Nobody is doing anything about the 
unnecessary human suffering happening 
before my very eyes," said Shantz, who 
encountered these problems firsthand 
at the downtown Abbotsford building 
he manages, having to constantly clear 
the doorways of the homeless and drug-
addicted. 
Barry then became interested in 
the problem and educated himself by 
reaching out to Vancouver institutions 
actively involved in helping combat 
the drug addiction, attending their 
meetings, then becoming acquainted 
with the what harm reduction is and 
what it consists of, where he learned of 
Insite. 
One of the biggest obstacles 
in Abbotsford are those as seen in 
the highly vocal NIMBY group, an 
acronym for "Not In My Back Yard;" 
advocates of abstinence and nothing 
DSU election not without its drama 
,------------,The Douglas 
___ _, 
Students' 
Union 
election is 
now over and 
while Vote 
For Change's 
surge to power is the big news, there a 
few other stories worth noting. 
Shaun Dhakar storms back to power 
Shaun Dhakar was first elected with 
Fresh Start in 2007 as a member-
at-large along with Deep Singh. All 
other seats that year had been won 
by members of Rebuild, but they 
did not run a full slate, which is why 
Fresh Start gained two seats. He 
then ran with Revitalize next year 
for internal relations coordinator but 
lost to Alysia MacGrotty of Douglas 
Students' United. She was only one 
of three members of the DSU slate to 
be elected leaving Dhakar one of the 
few from his not to be. He then ran 
again in the by-election last fall when 
Alysia MacGrotty suddenly stepped 
down. However, he again lost this 
time to Sandra Gwardys. In this most 
recent election he would not be denied 
the position, winning handily against 
incumbent Christine Nieder. 
Two candidates disqualified 
Before voting began last week, Deep 
Singh from Vote For Change was 
disqualified for entering the DSU 
building afterhours without a staff 
person present, violating the election's 
rules. Then, Jerin Mece, also from Vote 
For Change, was disqualified from the 
election. However, Jessica Magalios, 
chief returning officer for the DSU 
election, was not willing to go into any 
detail on the disqualification, and Jerin 
Mece was not reached for comment 
either. Since at least 2004, no candidate 
has been disqualified from ·a DSU 
election. 
Only one incumbent re-elected 
Brandon Johannesson is the only 
representative from the current DSU 
Board of Directors to be re-elected 
in this election. There were four 
representatives from the current board 
running in the election, but all of them 
either lost or were disqualified during 
the election. The last time only one 
representative was re-elected was in 
the 2007 election after the DSU had 
just entered receivership. Ironically, 
this election was about who would take 
in the way of treatment o~ services. 
"Mental health and drugs are not class-
orientated problems, they can happen to 
anyone, and when it does happen, they 
fall to the lowest priority," said Shantz. 
"I want to address, expose and make 
effective the very people who are getting 
paid to help and who are not." 
He shared the case of Leah, a 25 
year old he took in this winter after 
regularly finding her on his doorstep. 
Leah is mentally disabled and crack 
addicted. When he found her, her 
disability was unrecognized and she 
was not on government assistance. After 
many attempts to receive help from the 
available resources , Barry was finally 
able to set up a program that he hopes 
will protect her for the rest of her life. 
Leah is now on welfare, but before 
she may receive her assistance cheque, 
she must take her medication. Barry 
underwent many obstacles in the system 
while trying to set her up with resources 
from the community. In one case, Leah 
was unable to receive mental health 
services because she had declined the 
assistance in the past. 
"People in the public don't know 
enough.Thelevelofignorancein 
Abbotsford is high, and religious passion 
doesn't do the trick. To help, people 
need to have specialized training of 
which Vancouver has an abundance of, 
and Abbotsford is short on," explained 
Shantz. 
On Monday April 6'h, Mental Health 
and Addictions will meet to discuss an 
upcoming public forum on this matter. 
As of now, the date is set for May 4'h, 
where they will present these issues to 
city hall and to the public. 
over post-receivership. Despite the fact 
that these representatives were finally 
close to ending it, they were not re-
elected. 
Voter turnout remains low 
While an official estimate was not 
available by The Other Press deadline, 
this year's voter turnout appears to have 
remained around 5 per cent. Before the 
DSU was sent into receivership, the 
elections used to garner about 10 per 
cent of the student population and about 
800-900 votes. Since receivership has 
begun only about 500 students have 
voted in the last three general elections, 
which is between 5-7 per cent of 
students depending on enrollment 
numbers from year to year. 
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Last chance for excellence scholarships 
This year is the last year 
that scholarships will 
be awarded from the 
Canadian Millennium 
Scholarship Foundation, 
--------' which has given over 
$1 .5 billion over the last nine years in bursaries and 
scholarships to Canadian students. 
Last year, the government decided not to renew 
the foundation, but to replace it with the Canada 
Student Grants program. The new program is meant 
to better coordinate the process of grants and loans 
for students, and will be based primarily on financial 
need. 
The deadline to apply for the last awards that 
will be given, the In-Course Excellence Awards 
offered by the Millennium Excellence Award 
program, is May 20'h. 
The financial aid office is urging students to 
submit their applications for the chance to be one of 
four nominated by Douglas College for the awards, 
which are worth anywhere from $4,000 to $10,000 
depending on the level given to each student. 
These four names are then submitted for 
national review to determine if a student will 
receive an award, and for how much the award will 
be. Nominees must be Canadian citizens, permanent 
residents or have protected person status and be 
enrolled in full-time studies in an undergraduate 
first-entry program to attain a certificate, diploma or 
degree. Students with recognized disabilities may 
apply if they are enrolled in 60 per cent of a full 
course load. Other criteria include a cumulative GPA 
of a minimum B+, and completion of the first year of 
their program if leading to a diploma or certificate by 
the end of the 2009 school year. Students studying 
for an associate Bachelor's or Bachelor's degree 
must have completed their second year within this 
time frame. 
Application form and more information can 
be found at excellenceaward.ca. Also for more 
information, contact the Financial Aid office at 
604.527.5487 (New West) or 604.777 .6189 (David 
Lam). 
Douglas College Wrap Up 
By Matthew Steinbach, News Editor 
Celebrate Easter with the Oftic:e for New 
Students 
The Office for New Students is hosting their Easter 
events this year on April 9'h. 
A part of the celebration will be a1000 egg 
Easter Egg hunt, along chocolate bunny eating 
contest, a hippity hoppity ball race, and even a 
marshmallow sculpture contest too. 
The event is a part of the ONS' mandate 
to enhance student life on Douglas College's 
campuses. If students want to participate just look 
for the Douglas College tents in the Concourse and 
Atrium on April 9'h. 
Want to run in the Sun Run? 
Every year people from all over Vancouver run in 
the Sun Run. This 10 kilometre race will happen 
onApril19'h this year, and the Centre for Sport, 
Recreation, and Wellness at Douglas College will 
be accepting late entries for individual participants 
until April 1 O'h. They are also hosting running clinics 
every Wednesday at 4:30p.m. on both campuses 
until the race day. 
Drop by the Activities offices to find out more 
information if you would like to participate in these 
events. 
Students share their research on Student Researcher's Day 
By Shaylee Perez, Staff Reporter 
0 n Tuesday, March 31", Douglas College's first ever Student Researcher 's Day took place 
at the New West campus. Bringing 
together a wide array of students in 
various programs and years of study, the 
event boasted the work of almost 200 
students and 17 faculty members. 
An important platform for 
recognition of the dedication and 
ingenuity displayed in the students of 
our college, projects ranged from "The 
effects of expectations on the level and 
duration of mood changes" by Yelera 
Moyisseyva, and "Sexual and Emotional 
Jealousy in Women-Which is Worse?" 
by Alynn Barclay to "Child Soldiers 
who have survived" by Wan-Ting Liu. 
Another of the over ninety 
projects shown was "Herstory, My 
Story, Ours tory: A journey into 
feminist consciousness," a semester's 
worth of effort on the part of Ashley 
Whillans. Nominated by her professor, 
Whillan's work is an extension of the 
compulsory class project in Women and 
Gender Studies 1100. 
The name "Herstory" is a play on 
words signifying an intended reversal 
of the said male dominated paths of 
history, as the practice of males carrying 
on the family name, and the history of 
their families is a subject examined in 
the course. Ashley's project is a platform 
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for sharing the stor;ies of women, 
including her own. Ashley recorded her 
experiences and those of her subject 
in two separate volumes, including 
journal and reflection sections, and 
imparted special touches through the 
supplementary artwork she created and 
exhibited. 
"I hope that through participation in 
Student Researcher's Day other students 
will learn about the influence of gender 
stereotypes," Whillans said. "I also 
hope to inform students about Suzanne 
Kyra's life , and inspire other women, as 
Suzanne has inspired me, to challenge 
stereotypes." 
"A word of advice to student 
researchers: get out there, make the 
rounds and ask lots of questions. I 
came to new conclusions about my 
project, after having to discuss it with 
other students, so not only is Student 
Researcher 's Day a great opportunity 
to learn about other faculties, but it is 
a fantastic opportunity to hone your 
public speaking skills, and gain a deeper 
understanding of the importance of 
creating dialogue around these fields of 
research." said Whillans, who also said 
she would participate again if the event 
continues next year. 
In addition to the research, a big 
part of the event planning was student-
powered. Twenty-eight students from 
the Leadership in Sport, Physical 
Education and Coaching class managed 
advertising and registration for the 
event, donning red shirts the day of to 
assist with other tasks. 
Research finds transit may be good for more than the environment 
By Siavash Emamzadeh 
The findings of a study conducted by UBC researchers may give hope to people forced to leave 
their cars behind in favour of taking 
transit. 
The good news is that taking 
transit may very well constitute the 
daily dose of required exercise. Granted 
though, the study simply addresses the 
likelihood of getting enough exercise, 
as it doesn't take into account every 
possible scenario. 
The study found that driving 
contributes negatively to physical 
health. The researchers attributed these 
findings to the fact that people need to 
do some considerable walking to get 
from a transit stop to their destination. 
For starters, the benefits of taking 
transit may ease the pain of people 
that have to leave their cars at home 
because it may put somewhat of a 
positive spin on saving money as a 
result of the unstable economy. It 
seem COJltn:truc~tor) 
economic constraints may have a hint 
of silver lining buried deep in all the 
misery. 
What's more, it may serve as an 
incentive to reduce automobile use in 
order to curb global warming (much 
to the chagrin of the struggling GM 
and Chrysler) .And seeing as how 
TransLink seems to be perpetually 
considering a hike in fares , future 
increases may be met with fewer 
complaints-but not by much. 
impact affects those concerned with 
their physical health. 
Often, people suffering from 
obesity are told to watch their favourite 
television program while they 're on 
the treadmill or listen to their iPod. 
This reinforces the idea that they 're not 
exercising per se, where they regularly 
check how much time is left in their 
routine. Rather, it makes them feel 
like it's just another task in their day. 
The research's results advance this 
Are we too afraid of law enforcement officers? 
By Siavash Emamzadeh 
L ooks can be deceiving. This idea was reinforced when I watched an episode of the TV show What 
Would You Do? 
It's an ABC program hosted by 
John Quinones that examines how 
people react in provocative situations. 
After catching their reaction on the 
camera, Quinones approaches the 
subjects and informs them of the 
experiment. 
In one scenario of this episode, an 
actor with a cap, wearing a dark leather 
jacket on a black shirt, approaches 
shoppers at a grocery market and asks 
for their help. He identifies himself 
as a bounty hunter and requests their 
assistance in capturing a woman (also 
an actor) he describes as an outlaw. 
After showing the first subject his 
fake badge, which seems real , he orders 
her to swipe the outlaw's purse while 
the outlaw is not looking. The shopper 
obeys. 
And after that, he orders another 
subject to steal the outlaw's stroller, 
which carries a fake baby. At first, it 
seems that this shopper will not go 
along with orders, but later agrees that 
he will impede the "outlaw" while the 
bounty hunter runs off with her stroller. 
Overall, nearly 80 per cent of 
shoppers complied with the impostor. 
This number, however, is not 
particularly surprising, as I've heard of 
this type of fraud in Vancouver. 
For instance, there was an incident 
philosophy to a whole different stage, 
where one can exercise and be aware 
of it only on a subconscious level. 
After all , the exercising is interlaced 
in activities like taking the bus to run 
errands or the SkyTrain to go to work. 
However, I can't help but wonder 
if they accounted for an important 
factor: stress. 
Can the positive health effects of 
taking transit be offset by the stress 
encountered by taking the bus or 
SkyTrain? Because in the end, that 
is one of the biggest reasons people 
dislike using public transportation. 
Stimuli, like a person speaking loudly 
on their phone, a baby screaming or 
general etiquette violations can lead to 
a Jot of stress . 
Nevertheless, I'm sure over time 
this study will attract more attention 
and analysis . Overall though, I'd say 
it's a pretty good result that could get 
people to change their lifestyles on a 
relatively large scale. 
in the Lower Mainland where a couple 
pretended to be SPCA staff. They 
approached a person at their home 
and explained that they needed to 
take their pet away in light of animal 
cruelty charges. Their credentials? An 
"official" document. The result? The 
pet was abducted. 
It's hard to know what accounts for 
the excessive trust in these situations. 
Could it be that we are too afraid of 
Jaw enforcement authorities? This is 
not such a baseless suggestion because 
there have been instances that actual 
cops take advantage of innocent 
citizens. A recent example is the 
altercation involving a taxi driver and 
three police officers, where it seems 
that the officers preyed on the man. His 
mindset was probably, "They 're the 
cops; I do as they say." 
As I see it, the whole purpose of 
fearing law enforcement officers is to 
save us from bouts of carelessness. It's 
to steer us in the safe and morally right 
path. 
Sometimes though, we shiver at 
the mere sight of an animal control 
officer or a police cruiser, thinking 
that perhaps there is some way that we 
have done wrong. I'm not suggesting 
that we should resist law enforcement 
officers, as most of them are dedicated, 
hard-working people working for our 
safety. But clearly, our fear of them has 
evolved to insecurity about ourselves. 
The system just doesn't work. 
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Read this text and then let's talk. 
I'm staring 
K~~=•nt\W,C:Ifl l at a pile of 
USB cables 
and phone 
chargers in 
------' the comer of 
my house right now and it's not a pretty 
sight. But such has become the norm 
these days. Admittedly, I was late on 
the scene when it came to getting a cell 
phone and it's a decision that I almost 
came to regret. In fact, I wish I could 
go back to using a plain old landline. 
You know, that nostalgic fire bell ring, 
the dog-bone shaped receiver and best 
of all, the rotary dials. 
Maybe I'm a bit old fashioned, but 
the communications boom of the past 
eight years or so has really sucked the 
life out of a lot of things. Sure with 
landlines you might be tethered to the 
wall, but big deal, when you spoke 
on the phone you usually weren't 
multitasking anyway. Today, with cell 
phones, conversations are completely 
watered down, mere snippets of real 
conversation, people talking in sound 
bytes as opposed to dialogue and 
invariably, they start with the question 
"Where are you?" 
So you're sitting in a coffee shop 
or pub with a friend and having a great 
chat, and then her phone rings . You've 
been there, as the person who gets 
cut off mid-conversation, awkwardly 
having to stare around the room or 
nurse their drink, while your friend 
gabs on to someone who's not even 
there . 
Vintage phones have become 
fashionable these days. There's a place 
online that sells what they lovingly 
call "traditional phones;" Old Bell 
& Howell rotaries from the 1960s or 
Western Electric Co. yellow donut 
phones from the '70s! These are good, 
sturdy treasures that will last 30 years 
and should be preserved. Cell phones 
are whiny, they beep when the batteries 
are about to die, they get lost all the 
Understanding Vancouverites 
By Priscilla Bartleman 
! moved to the lower mainland from Victoria just over two years ago now. When I told people that things 
were different here than in Victoria they 
said to me: "But it is just across the 
water." 
Well, being across the water still 
gives Vancouver a completely different 
lifestyle and city culture. Time has gone 
by and I am pretty excited to say I think 
I am figuring you people out! 
I always wondered why people 
discouraged me from driving as 
much as possible. They told me that 
downtown Vancouver was the worst 
driving in the city. They were right! 
I was told by my aunt "When it 
rains , use the inside lane ." I thought 
that was weird until I drove in the 
rain and realized there are mini lakes 
of water that accumulate in the outer 
lanes. They were absolutely terrible. 
So I took peoples advice and 
started to take transit. My very first 
transit ride I was pulled off the train 
because I had a one zone fare and 
needed a two. I was let off the hook 
for that ticket because I showed them 
my directions and they believed it was 
my first train ride. I also got directions 
from them when leaving the station. At 
the time I could not believe there were 
people required to patrol transit but I 
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understand why now. 
Once I started to take transit more, 
I began to people watch and I was 
so confused. I wondered why people 
always had umbrellas . Why were they 
asleep most of the time? And why did 
they always have some sort of shopping 
bag? I thought, "My goodness, how 
much shopping can one city d~?" 
Yes, I now realize that the 
umbrellas are for the relentless rainfall 
we experience year round. I realize it is 
not always clothing in those shopping 
bags , it could also lunch or a small 
umbrella for those who do not carry 
the large ones. I also know why you 
are asleep. It is because you ride for so 
long that it is the perfect time to either 
do homework, read , eat, reflect , or 
sleep; and sleep is the best option for a 
busy life. 
I remember the first time I visited 
Vancouver. I could not understand 
how so many model-thin people were 
eating so much pizza. At the time I 
came to the conclusion that it is a secret 
recipe with diet medication fen-phen 
in the pizza that prevents pizza-related 
obesity. But alas, my question was 
never answered. I can only assume it 
is the fast moving, cheap and cheesy 
obsession that keeps people going back 
for more slices . I think I am figuring 
you Vancouverites out! I am beginning 
to figure out why you do what you 
time and are only built to last maybe a 
year, two if you're lucky. My parents 
have a wall mounted phone they 
bought in the 1980s still hanging on 
their kitchen wall, it still works like 
a charm, and you can even call your 
own number, hang up and it'll ring! 
Remember those days when you could 
crank call undetected by ordering a 
pizza to the house across the street? 
Call me old fashioned but kids these 
days are missing out. 
There were never any mystery 
charges with the landlines either. With 
cells you often get these undecipherable 
do and I am proud to say that just last 
week I was asked for directions, so I 
think I am beginning to blend in and 
look like I somewhat belong. I may 
and outrageously complicated phone 
bills. Your first reaction is always, ''I'm 
not paying this!" There is fee after 
fee, mounted one on top of the other. 
"System access?" Seriously? That's just 
double billing. 
Parents also have less control 
over how much their kids rack up on 
these bills. That "Text 'joke' to 34443 
scam" does nothing but add $1.50 to 
your bill everyday. Kids see the ads 
and don't hear that there 's a charge. 
The consequences of running up your 
phone bill can even be deadly. In 2002, 
a 16-year-old South African boy killed 
himself after his parents scolded him 
over a $271 bill. And don't forget all 
those poor suckers out there who don't 
realize how much you can rack up 
by surfing the net. Some 22-year-old 
schmuck in Alberta got dinged $85,000. 
"Unlimited talk and text," bah! You 
could always do that with landlines. 
not be one of you just yet and I may not 
have all the answers to questions I have 
about you eccentric characters, but I am 
well on my way. 
David Suzuki's fear mongering 
By Garth Mcl ennan 
B efore the global economy went into the tank, environmental issues were clearly the number 
one topic of worry on the minds 
of most of the public in not just 
Vancouver but countless other places 
as well . While massive job losses 
have sidetracked those fears at least to 
some extent, environmental crusader 
David Suzuki has certainly made his 
case that we all should still be terrified 
of global warming at the World 
Conference of Sport and Environment. 
"The big image every youngster 
has seen growing up is of Wayne 
Gretzk:y learning to play hockey in a 
backyard rink that his dad would make 
for him every year. Believe me, that 
kind of rink is not possible these days 
in the area where Wayne grew up," 
Suzuki said as part of his report titled 
"On Thin Ice." 
Are you serious , Dave? Not 
hockey! Forget everything else that 
global warming might harm, it 's 
going to destroy all of those Norman 
Rockwell-esque winters that we ' ve 
had for so long? Alright, which part 
of the David Suzuki Foundation do I 
write my cheque to? 
Let's be real: this is a load of 
crap. Wayne Gretzky grew up in 
Brampton, Ontario, and as of this 
writing, on April 4'h, it is -4°C degrees 
in Brampton. The last I checked, that's 
perfectly suitable for outdoor ice 
rinks if you have enough snow, which 
Brampton clearly did this year. Also, 
their coldest day was -25°C degrees 
back in early February. 
So really, Dave, where exactly 
did you get this doomsday prediction 
from? I noticed that you didn't give 
any facts to back this up, just another 
dire forecast of our planet's plight-
unless we do exactly what you say of 
course. 
After all , 40,000 people donated 
money to David Suzuki 's foundation 
last year, all in the name of preventing 
climate change. Show enough polar 
bears on floating blocks of ice and 
proclaim that Canada's national 
pastime is in grave danger and people 
will throw their money at just about 
anything. 
This is why we fight 
By Garth McLennan 
A s you may have noticed when walking to Douglas College, a Canadian 
Military Recruiting Centre is 
located less than a block from the 
school on Royal Avenue. A few 
weeks ago when I was corning 
home from Douglas, I noticed a 
rabble of approximately 30-40 
protesters, one with a megaphone 
and many with signs, angrily 
demanding that Canada pull out of 
Afghanistan immediately, and that 
we were causing more harm than 
good over there . 
Now, as a firm believer in what 
we're doing in the Middle East, 
I was pretty pissed off with these 
people, a few of whom who were 
clearly envisioning themselves 
as valiant Vietnam-era protesters. 
What really bothered me though 
wasn't the guy wearing the bandana 
with a pot leaf symbol on it, 
screaming to be taken seriously; it 
was that these people were showing 
such blatant disrespect to what is 
obviously a good and honourable 
mission. 
Just a few months ago, a young 
girl was blinded in Afghanistan by 
several thugs who threw acid in her 
face. The girl 's crime? Going to 
school. 
And just the other day, Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai proposed 
a change in law that would make 
women sexually subservient to their 
husbands and would prevent them 
from leaving their home without 
their husband's express permission. 
We're talking about a country 
so backwards that the head of their 
government is backing a law that 
would make it legal for men to rape 
their wives. We're talking about a 
place where girls can be blinded 
for nothing more than wanting to 
attend school and get an education. 
We ' re talking about a deeply rooted 
terrorist network, the Taliban, who 
take boys at young ages and teach 
them that by blowing themselves up 
in a crowded public place that they 
will be eternal heroes. 
So I ask anyone reading this, 
how can you reasonably say that 
our presence over there, along with 
the presence of 41 other nations , is 
a bad thing? What should we do , 
allow these atrocities to happen and 
do nothing about it? What would 
that say about us and what we stand 
for? As Canadians, we, for the 
most part, have a quality of life that 
many people in the world can only 
dream about. Why shouldn't we be 
spreading that way of life to those 
that so desperately need it? Now, 
some have said, "Who are we to 
be enforcing our ways on others? 
What gives us the right?" 
The fact of the matter is that 
we 're over there because it is the 
right thing to do. I refuse to believe 
that we don't have an obligation 
to step into a place where the 
head of state deems rape not only 
acceptable, but legally encourages 
it. 
As a leading nation in the 
world, Canada has a duty to 
everything it can to protect those 
that need help, as those fighting in 
Afghanistan clearly do. That is why 
we 're fighting . 
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The Other News 
Sources: shit be getting crazy up in hurrrrrr 
"Awwwwww, shit!" reports bystanders 
By Llam Britten 
According to sources at a Burnaby house 
party, shit "is gettin' real crazy, real fast." 
"Oh no he didn't!" claimed attendee 
Clyde Jones. 
"Yuh-huh he did, son!" countered 
fellow attendee Jules Santini. 
The house party began in earnest at 
around 8:30pm., and according to all those 
in attendance, shit was "mad off the hook" 
and "the bomb-diggitty" by around 10:15 
p.m. 
"Yo, that's when G-Smoke [fellow 
attendee Gregory VanderMeer] came 
by talkin' all that good shit about a blunt 
sesh, and I was all like, 'Yeah, bolla at ya 
boy, you know I'm down' and he's all like, 
'aiight,' and I'm just like, 'yo' and shit, 
y'know?" said partygoer Carl Jackson. 
Host Aaron Bortolo attempted to 
explain the series of events that led to said 
money back 
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shit. 
"Nab mean, it's just, you know, you 
have everyone who's down and you just 
say, 'Yeah, whatever,' and then before you 
know all these motherfuckers with all they 
bullshit comes around and then shit goes 
real crazy, and I'm all like, 'whatever,' 
and shit just happens when it happens, nab 
mean?" Bortolo told The Other Press. 
Partygoers variously described the 
evenings events as "shit," "some shit," 
"some bullshit" and "the same ol' bullshit," 
yet were unable to describe in detail what 
exactly constituted said "shit," "some shit," 
"some bullshit" or "same ol' bullshit," nor 
were they able to even gauge if the events 
had positive or negative connotations. 
However, attendee Carty Sorensen was 
quoted as saying, "Wooooooo!!" 
No further details were available press 
time, which is def' some bullshit. 
The Other News 
Afghanistan parliament passes "No fat chicks" law 
By Liam Britten 
After a week of international condemnation following the passing of a controversial law 
that severely limits women's rights, 
Afghanistan's parliament is again 
facing criticism from women's rights 
advocates, this time for a law that will 
restrict the waistlines of women across 
the nation. 
The law has been informally 
dubbed "al-Hitteets' Law" for its 
inventor,Amir "I'll Hit It" al-Hitteet, 
Afghnaistan's minister for standards 
of bangability, and aims to restrict the 
weight of Afghani women to no more 
than 130 lbs. Al-Hitteet has said this 
law is necessary to maintain the "moral 
dignity" of the nation. 
"Afghanistan is a nation on the 
rise, and we must be able to present 
ourselves to other nations with pride if 
we are to be taken seriously," al-Hitteet 
told parliament last week. "And you 
know for sure that if the other countries 
find out we've got all these fat bitches, 
they will totally rip on us. It sucks 
when Switzerland gets going with the 
'Yo mama' jokes, and you just know 
they'll never stop once they get going." 
The bill has been described by 
observers as a measure to gain support 
for the government from ethnic 
Hazaras, a large voting bloc that is not 
only a key demographic in the next 
election, but also "can't stand BBWs." 
"Afghanistan is supposed to be a 
nation that's rebuilding, getting rid of 
all the chaos, the hatred, the wreckage, 
the garbage and the junk of the 
Tali ban," said Hazara politician Haji 
Mohammad Mohaqiq. "But if all that 
junk is simply becoming junk in the 
trunk, what's the point?" 
Afghanistan's civil service has 
already made progress in putting the 
law into practise. Plus-sized burkas 
have been removed from all shops, and 
religious figures throughout the nation 
have declared a "fatwa on fatty foods." 
The international condemnation 
has been swift and unrelenting; Canada, 
the EU, New Zealand and Australia 
have all issued official statements 
rebuking this new measure, but perhaps 
the strongest criticism came from US 
President Barack Obama. 
"The American government, and 
indeed the whole of the American 
people truly see this bill for what it is; 
an attack on basic rights and freedoms," 
Obama told reporters during a press 
conference. "It is an attack on the 
rights and freedoms of every man who 
wants a woman with a little meat on 
her bones. And I know this for a fact; 
I come from the Chicago, so not every 
guy I grew up with wants to date a 
skinny gal like Michelle [Obama]. 
Haven't you ever wondered why 
Mo'nique is so damn popular?" 
Added Obama: "Besides, those 
heavy girls give great head ... er, so I've 
heard." 
, 
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How the United Nations Millennium Development Goals may 
provide safe drinking water for all 
By Musa V. Sheriff 
G rowing up as a young boy I knew little or nothing about environmental protection 
or degradation. In Canada it was a 
different story. On TV I would see AI 
Gore and The Inconvenient Truth or 
David Suzuki speaking about global 
warming. It is then that I realised 
that environmental degradation was a 
serious problem. I was really influenced 
by the Canadian media to develop a 
sense of environmental awareness and 
concern. 
Fired up by these experiences and 
new insights , I began contemplating 
the environmental problems in Africa. 
Among the many environmental issues 
that flashed through my mind, the issue 
of safe drinking water captivated my 
imagination and gave me sympathy for 
the many millions Africans for whom, 
even now, access to safe drinking water 
remains an illusion. Since 2007 I have 
been inspired to think about what I 
can do to help Africa in solving one 
of its fundamental socio-physiological 
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problems-safe drinking water for all. 
Because not only is water an elixir of 
life, it is also one of the guarantees of 
our survival on planet Earth. 
Unlike most African households, 
Canadian households wake up in the 
morning to fresh water right from 
the tap . You are at liberty to choose 
between hot and cold water. With 
such freedom of choice and without a 
broader world view, you are not likely 
to imagine and think about what is 
happening in Sub-Saharan Africa. It is 
a real problem that millions of people 
worldwide do not have access to safe 
drinking water. Hospitals are filled with 
thousands; many die as a result of this 
crisis from water borne diseases . 
The unavailability and if available, 
the inaccessibility of safe drinking 
water for millions of our planet's 
population is becoming a global 
pandemic. It needs earnest and urgent 
attention. As the United Nations 
Secretary General Ban Ki Moon stated, 
"A shortage of water resources could 
trigger a conflict in the future," and 
furthermore, "Population growth will : 
'. 
make the problem worse. That is , the 
conflict between supply and demand, 
the haves and the haves-not, will 
transform itself into a sort of regional 
and global civil conflict endangering 
world peace and stability." 
Many conflicts around the globe 
are raging on due to disputes over the 
management and distribution of water 
resources despite global efforts to 
quell them. For example, the conflict 
in Darfur is partly due to the huge 
water reservoir that was discovered 
in the Darfur region of Sudan. What 
is really behind this issue is a lack of 
commitment and courage from the rich 
and influential countries like Canada to 
resolve this and similar water crises in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. 
It is shocking to learn that our 
planet is about 75 per cent water and 
yet some are faced with crises over 
safe drinking water. Therefore, I would 
strongly argue that it is not the lack 
or clean water; it is the lack of basic 
sanitation facilities in most countries. 
For instance, Guinea is a West African 
nation that enjoys an abundance of river 
and water resources, and moreover, it is 
considered "Chateau d'eau en Afrique," 
(French for Castle or reservoir of water 
in Africa) but over 80 per cent of its 
population lack access to clean and 
safe drinking water. Guinea is not an 
isolated case; there are countries in all 
regions of Africa with water problems. 
Despite the scale and magnitude 
of the problem, together as a global 
community a solution can be found. 
So what is really missing? Is it the 
resources or the technical skills? No, I 
am sure the commitment and courage 
from the G8 countries in addressing 
this issue is what is really lacking. 
Thanks to the United Nations , 
2008 was declared International Year of 
Sanitation, which has gained increasing 
global attention. Is that enough? 
No. We need more commitments 
and courage in resolving the water 
crisis, which will help people in Sub-
Saharan Africa to have access to clean 
water, a legitimate guarantee of.their 
survivability. 
Recent reports indicate that 
_ ......., 
progress has been made in some 
regions of the world, but Sub-Saharan 
Africa is far behind in term of progress. 
And this raises a controversial 
question: what will become of the 
region in the next decade or so, as its 
population grows without access to 
safe drinking water? Think about it: the 
region will be faced with an acute and 
devastating humanitarian crisis. Sub-
Saharan Mrica is the poorest region on 
Earth, and most of its population live 
on less than a dollar per day. 
We have to "walk the talk" in 
Canada. It is about time policymakers 
strengthened their commitment 
and increased support for the UN 
Millennium Development Goals. UN 
Millennium Development Goals are 
pledges and commitments from rich 
and powerful nations to reduce global 
poverty by 2015 . One of its goals is 
to provide access to safe drinking 
water in poorer countries. I am sure 
this is a better use of the millions of 
dollars otherwise spent on increasing 
militarisation, bailing out banks to 
protect the rich and the race to space 
as a symbol of supremacy amongst 
nations. 
Every individual can make an 
impact in achieving these global goals . 
It is enough to just send a letter to your 
MLA or a politician expressing your 
concern about this issue. Moreover, 
it would be enough to wake up and 
show your concern in other ways-on 
college and university campuses across 
Canada, Your support will make a 
big difference because together we 
will save lives and make our planet a 
healthy place for all. 
Finally, we cannot overlook or 
neglect the scale of water crises and 
the health implications, which have 
engulfed us all. It might put our planet 
at serious risk, and we need an urgent 
action from our leaders. Canada, as 
a wealthy and powerful nation needs 
to act now. We need an increase in 
Foreign Aid to developing countries 
most especially Sub Saharan Mrica. If 
we fail as individual nations, we cannot 
win as United Nations. 
Let it not be that the only thing we 
learn from history is that we don't learn 
from history. 
Our existence as a community of 
nations is inextricably linked to one 
another where race , religions and all 
other orientations and inclinations 
recede below the line of insignification. 
Certified General 
Account:an.t::s 
SPECIAL OFFER FOR STUDENTS -50°/o OFF 
WHY take the risk of having your 
income tax return prepared by a 
non-certified or inexperienced person? 
To get the peace of mind, pis 
call now at (604) 727 3038. 
Another summer of 
sequels and jazz 
By Jay Schreiber 
After several long months of classrooms, studying, and non-social behavior, the summer months present new opportunities in the arts. 
In movies, like in the past, this summer is all about sequels 
and remakes with several big blockbusters coming to a theatre 
near you. Angels and Demons, the second part to 2006 's Da 
Vinci Code is set to be another religious and historical romp 
through history. Back again for more action is Tom Hanks as 
well as newcomer to the series Ewan McGregor. Ron Howard is 
directing again for the second time. 
Love it or hate it, sequels will be popular this year with a 
new X-Men installment focused solely on Wolverine and his 
origins. This may be a snooze-fest seeing as Hugh Jackman has 
always been the center of attention in the X-Men trilogy but 
another excuse to blow stuff up is always welcome. 
Terminator 741-2 , Salvation, is set to hit theatres on May 
21" staring Christian Bale and Helena Bonham Carter. After 
the apocalypse, the year 2018 has robots taking over in mass 
numbers with as many twists and turns as the Sea to Sky 
Highway. No Arnie this time around, but the Govenator has been 
rumored to have a small cameo somewhere in the film. 
J J. Abrams has stuck his head in a guillotine and hopes 
nobody drops the blade with his new film Star Trek. Perhaps the 
most sensitive area of science fiction, a completely new cast will 
re-enact the sci-fi spectacle with hopes of giving a new edge to 
this almost perfect series . Trekkies everywhere have their fingers 
crossed. 
In music, infamous punk band Rancid are set to release 
their first album in six years entitled Let the Dominos Fall. This 
will be the first release since 2003's Indestructible and the first 
without long-time drummer Brett Reid . In 2006, after their North 
American tour, Brett Reid announced that he was leaving the 
band and "Taking a break." However, the band is still as relevant 
as their 1995 heyday, and these ska-punkers are still going strong. 
Two of the most frightening faces in music, Marilyn Manson 
and Iggy Pop, are both releasing new albums due out around the 
end of May, while Eminem still hasn't retired with his new album 
Relapse. All of the previous have made a name for themselves 
and are releasing albums as more or less "padding" to their 
already full careers. 
From June 26'h till July 5'h , Vancouver is hosting the 
International Jazz Festival , a definite musical highlight of every 
year. This year features performances by David Sanborn , Celso 
Michado, the Kenny Werner Quintet plus tributes to Miles Davis 
and loads of free concerts and events around Vancouver. 
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Andrew Airlie 
The Captain of Breaker High was one of the 
few non-Canadians to star on the television 
program. Originally born in Glasgow, 
Scotland, Andrew pulled up anchor and 
made his way over to North America and 
kick started his acting career. Starring in low 
budget movies and bit parts on television, 
the Scottish lad soon landed his role as the 
overseeing captain in Breaker High. Since 
the Burnaby-based show ended, Andrew 
has continued his career as a part actor in 
programs such as the X-Files, The Outer 
Limits, Smallville, Stargate SG-1, and Da 
Vinci 's Inquest. His largest role to date would 
have to be on the TV program Reaper, where 
he starred for over 20 episodes . 
Terri Colombino 
Blonde bombshell Terri Colombino played 
Ashley Dupree on the seafaring adventures 
of Breaker High. Born in Indiana, Ashley 
started her career in television staring in soap 
operas, and has never ventured far from that 
genre. While filming Breaker High, Terri was 
a brunette, but has since changed her colour 
for acting purposes. After graduating from 
breaker high , Terri landed a role as Katie 
Peretti on As the World Turns where she has 
starred for over 550 episodes. It is difficult 
to find a teenage boy who watched Breaker 
High and didn' t fantasize about spending 
some cabin time with Mrs. Colombino. 
The cast of Breaker High 
Scott Vickaryous 
Scott Vickaryous was born in Port Alberni, 
BC and played the captain's son, Max 
Ballard onboard Breaker High. After 
growing up in Alberta, he debuted on 
Breaker High, and has only played bit parts 
in select TV shows since. Making one-shot 
stops on TV programs such as The Outer 
Limits, Viper, and Poltergeist helped pad his 
resume and he got managed to get regular 
spots on Get Real and Boston Public. In the 
last eight years or so, Scott hasn't had much 
action after being reduced to bit parts on 
TV programs Cold Case and The pivision. 
It seems as though, with not much recent 
action in TV and without making the shift to 
movies, his ship has sailed. 
Ryan Gosling 
Perhaps the most famous and prolific of all 
the crew members aboard Breaker High, 
this TV show was just the first port of many 
stops in Ryan Gosling's career. Born in 
London, Ontario, Ryan Gosling gained fame 
in the football movie Remember the Titans. 
Since then, he has starred in such movies as 
Murder by Numbers, and played the voice of 
Hercules in the popular children's program. 
His biggest role came in 2004, when he 
played along side Rachel McAdams in The 
Notebook, a movie which made teenage girls 
cry and resulted in boyfriends worldwide 
getting laid. Ryan Gosling was nominated 
for an Oscar in 2006 for his role in the movie 
Half Nelson, and his career is continuing to 
get more diverse. 
-~- ----- - -~--~-- --------~--~---------------------------------
Big Comfy Bong: the story of 
inappropriate children's programs. 
By Jay Schreiber 
T he other day, a friend of mine was babysitting his sister's two kids and after dinner, he decided 
to tum on the boob tube and keep the 
under five crowd occupied with flashing 
colours and moving pictures. He picked 
up the remote, turned the TV on and 
changed the channel to the children's 
network where a beloved show, The Big 
Comfy Couch was on its afternoon slot. 
After something flashy on the 
television caught my friend's eye, he 
quickly found himself glued to the glass, 
with his jaw on the floor. What he had 
come across was a cast member of the 
Big Comfy Couch blowing bubbles 
out of what appeared to be a bright red 
bong, and a fairly sizable one too! 
In Vancouver, pot talk and items 
such as pipes and bongs are a common 
social topic but are kept that way 
because nobody makes a big deal out of 
it. I am not one to shoot down anyone 's 
beliefs but sometimes you must draw 
a line. Upon hearing about this bong-
sighting, there were several possible 
conclusions I pondered up about why an 
item such as this would make it into a 
children's program. 
The first answer is that it was a total 
and complete fluke, and that the bubble 
blowing device resembling a bong 
was an accident. If this was the case, 
most of the cast probably had to keep 
themselves from laughing at its likeness. 
The second conclusion is that it 
was a prank played by some of the 
stagehands and the actors to some 
degree. This is more likely, and while 
I'm surprised it made it past exit proof, 
this conclusion is the easiest one to 
believe. 
The most logical explanation for 
what looks like a major TV slip up 
is that everyone who works on the 
set of The Big Comfy Couch is an 
outright stoner. That's right; from the 
guy working the boom mike to that 
mailman on a unicycle, everyone on that 
show is on freakin' reefer. My friend 
kept watching for any other signs of a 
420-friendly cast. He even spent time 
scanning the credits look for Mark 
Emery or Michael Phelps. No luck, but 
still, it's the only answer that makes 
sense if you think about it. 
Let's examine the facts. The dust 
bunnies murmur to each other and have 
secret little· adventures underneath the 
cushions of the couch. The grandmother 
has a bright red nose and if that's not 
a hallucination, then she's just an 
alcoholic . Substance abuse ... tsk tsk. 
The house seems to have crazy 
parties that at the end of the episode 
nobody can recall, leaving the main 
character to clean everything up. How 
often does that happen that parties take 
place and you're knocked right out 
because you decided to get blitzed along 
the way? Put down the blunt, Loonette, 
you need to take better care of your 
place. 
Tell me this: who other than a 
bunch of potheads sitting in a room and 
contemplating children's programming 
could come up with the idea of a comfy 
couch? That idea didn't seem to need 
any back-up, the couch was to flat-out 
be the main character, and the clowns 
were superfluous. To be fair, that was 
their backup plan, TV execs just didn't 
go for the first pitch, a show called The 
Big Bag of Doritos. 
Whether a cruel joke or a simple 
slip, I think it's important to spare 
children from the information they 
don't need to know yet. I'm not pro-
censorship; I just think that the media 
could do a better job in keeping things 
a little more age appropriate. Mter all, 
how often do you see five-year-olds 
sparking up a blunt? 
college pro 
PAl NTERS 
SUMMER 
JOBS 
COLLEGE PRO PAINTERS 
is presently looking for responsible I hard-
working University or College 
students for: 
Full-Time Painting Positions 
May- August 
No experience required, 
we will train you to paint. 
Positions available in your area. 
If interested call 1-888-277-9787 
.or apply online at www.collegepro.com 
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Dead and forgotten, the story of Imperfect 
Douglas cast takes a look into local history 
I n 1976, 3065 people were forgotten about. They were the weak, the handicapped, the unwanted and the 
exiled. They were imperfect. 
From the 1920s until the late 
1950s, Woodlands School for the 
mentally handicapped served as a 
home and a final resting place for all of 
society's outcasts. Parents who could 
not look after their children relied on 
this institution on the outskirts of town 
to care for, feed , dress and teach their 
offspring. 
imperfect. The nursing staff consisted 
of Diva Gould, Callie Wallace, James 
Forrester, Christine Bortolin and 
Melanie Reich who had great chemistry 
as the inner workings of the Woodlands 
Society. Kimmie Kidd and Kelsey 
Wood did fantastic jobs as the mentally 
unable as did Sarah Gawthrop, Jordan 
McChesney and Corey Horton. 
But Woodlands was far from 
productive with its "inmates ." Children 
suffered sexual and physical abuse at 
the hands of the staff members and 
stories and rumours began to surface. 
The mentally handicapped became 
sicker and their condition often took a 
downhill nosedive until the end of their 
lives. Woodlands was not a place to get 
better, but often, it would be a place to 
look after the imperfect until they died 
a quiet and unnoticed death. In 1976, 
after the completion of Queens Park 
Hospital, the Woodlands cemetery had 
each headstone removed and thus, the 
once final resting place was turned into 
a mass grave for its 3065 members. 
Society is often measured by our 
strengths and our weaknesses. This is 
the latter; we've forgotten out history 
and with it, many human lives. 
stagecraft department, it truly was a 
100 per cent Douglas College effort to 
get this play up and running. 
In total, this was an ensemble 
effort and each cast member had their 
characters' interactions beautifully 
memorized with excellent chemistry 
that kept the play afloat. Changes 
between characters were done 
effortlessly proving that talent flows 
through the halls of Douglas College. 
Imperfect, put on by Douglas' 
theatre program, ran from March 
20'h-28'h and for the first time, brought 
life to a dark part of New Westminster's 
history. A collaboration between many 
Douglas faculty members, Imperfect 
was written by former creative writing 
chair Mary Bums, and directed by 
theatre coordinator Allan Lysell. With 
music written by composition instructor 
Doug Smith and sets built by the 
While sometimes slow and long 
drawn out, the play itself was enjoyable 
for such a dismal topic. Cast members 
often doubled or tripled roles, shifting 
characters at ease. Most notably was 
Scott Button, who played both a Down 
syndrome patient and the subconscious 
of a patient. Tirra Dent played a 
spasming "inmate," a parent and a 
lawyer consulting the case. 
Tom Stevens has multiple roles 
as a parent and a fresh-out-of-school 
nurse learning how to care for the 
The Woodlands School stood for 
another 50 years before being burned 
to the ground by teenagers or squatters. 
While only the land and a small portion 
of the building remain, the memory is 
still present in every citizen of New 
Westminster. Next time you take a 
drive down McBride Boulevard, take 
a stop by the Woodlands memorial 
garden to pay a visit to the 3000 
forgotten members of our society who 
are now forever laid to rest. 
The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly By JaySchreiber 
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The Good 
Leonard Cohen is still in top form as he 
releases his new album Live in London to 
accompany his world tour (including a stop 
in Vancouver) and proves that the Canadian 
great still has what it takes as a musician . 
The legendary songwriter has had a long 
career since the mid 1960s, performing with 
only an acoustic guitar and later adding 
a tight-knit rhythm section. Cohen is 74 
and still regarded as one of Canada's top 
musical exports 
Jane's Addiction are releasing a B-sides 
collection entitled Cabinet of Curiosities . 
Jane 's Addiction, who got their name 
from one of their groupies' drug habit, are 
headlining Lollapalooza later this year. 
Another name on the list of great Canadians, 
Neil Young, has a new release, Fork in the 
Road, and still sounds like a woman. 
The Bad 
Metrosexual counterpart to Michael 
. Jackson, Prince, is releasing a new Target-
exclusive album entitled LOtUSFLOW3RI 
MPLSoUND. While the little dude in Purple 
has made a career out of lawsuits, weird 
names and being spoken for by Beyonce, 
his new album is more of the same outdated 
music that was popular for a week in the 80s 
that nobody cares to remember. 
Bow Wow's latest album New Jack City II is 
a bit too much for anyone to handle . I don't 
know where New Jack City is, and quite 
frank! y, I'd be damned if they had a sequel. 
It was kind of cute when you were Lil' 
Bow Wow, but now that you've grown up, 
your career has gone right down the shitter. 
This New Jack City obviously only has a 
population of one. 
Rascal Flatts have a new album out. Anyone 
care? No? 
The Ugly 
Recently, Method Man 's Lincoln Navigator 
was repossessed by the IRA over $50,000 
in unpaid taxes. As an excuse, Method Man 
blamed it on his excessive marijuana use, and 
openly admits to his stupidity. In the words of 
Afroman, "I was going to pay my taxes, but 
then I got high ... " 
Rap star T.I. will serve a year and a day in 
prison over charges to buy machine guns 
and ammo out of a parking lot, and was 
busted by undercover police officers. Having 
already been put under house arrest for 
violating probation, it was only a matter of 
time until the rapper was put away in the big 
house. In his defense, he said "I am a man of 
integrity, I'm a man of morals, of standards, of 
principle." Riiiiiight .. . 
Green Day has made a deal to tum their 
2004 album American Idiot into a stage play. 
The pop-punk outfit from Berkley is citing 
influences such as the Who's Tommy for 
turning this album into a performance. Five 
years later and they're still using the same 
material? 15-year-old girls everywhere are 
screaming wildly. 
By Jay Schreiber 
T hree performing arts students sit on the ground lining the halls of Douglas 
College's arts department . Amidst 
the homework, practicing and 
other hard work put in by these 
students, they discuss what they 
are going to do with the rest of 
their lives post Douglas College. 
This is typical behaviour of 
Douglas students who tend to 
spend a lot of time thinking about 
other options. 
The Arts at Douglas 
A review of the 2008-2009 season in 
Douglas college's Arts community 
Bob Caldwell 
Echoing the school's motto 
"You can go anywhere from here," 
most people take that too seriously, 
and often I believe a fitting saying 
would be "You can go here while 
you decide what to do next." It's a 
sad story but Douglas is a school 
where college community is at 
an all-time low, and people seem 
to just plan class time into their 
lives rather than having a focus on 
school. 
So, in an institution that 
flounders in community, the 
arts still soldier on, firing 
on all cylinders with weekly 
performances, and multiple ways 
to get involved. In a talk with Dr. 
David Duke , the dean of the fine 
arts department, the role of the 
arts in our society and college 
environment was made more 
evident. 
"In my opinion , there is a 
lot going on in the arts and it 's 
very exciting," Duke remarked. 
"The ongoing trouble with the 
arts is how we appeal to younger 
audiences . In this way, Douglas 
College is at the front line of the 
battlefield educating the younger 
generations of future artists ." 
This year 's cutting edge 
performances in English studies 
and literature include Pearls, an 
anthology of creative writing done 
by arts students and released on 
February 27'h. Pearls has been 
a long time in the making, and 
finally surfaced this semester. If 
you' re looking for a good read 
of student literature, then this 
collection is definitely worth a 
gander. 
Musically, the arts at Douglas 
College are still going strong 
as they have been for almost 40 
years . Bob Caldwell, a 20-year 
veteran of the music department 
sat down with me to share his 
opinions of Douglas College's arts 
scene. 
"I'd always like to see more," 
Bob remarked, "but on a large 
scale I think that the arts is a 
healthy thing at our institution." 
The College offers both a basic 
introduction to music skills and 
a two-year university transfer 
program. 
"Since I've been here, the 
demographic has changed quite 
dramatically," Bob continued. 
"Originally, this program started 
in classical training and was used 
as a jump-off point for UBC or 
UVic. Now, we have a few older 
musicians that have spent time 
in the music scene and want to 
upgrade their chops or get a better 
education by taking university 
courses." 
The music program promotes 
annual concerts to the public at 
the end of each year featuring the 
concert band, small ensembles, 
jazz bands, chorale and chorus 
vocal groups, plus an entire night 
dedicated to the compositions 
of Douglas college students. 
In addition to that, weekly 
performances every Thursday in 
the Arts at One series are free and 
open to anyone with a wide variety 
of music from classical ensembles, 
to jazz and even world music. 
Ellen Silverman, the head 
of the keyboard department at 
Douglas College and member 
of the Arts at One committee 
would like to see more of a 
college presence in the weekly 
performances. "These events are 
for everyone to see, it used to be 
that everybody college wide has 
a break at 1 o'clock, so why not 
come watch?" she asked. 
One of the more recent 
ways of getting the word out 
about events is through social 
networking and web pages such as 
Face book or the Douglas College 
homepage. Angela Hubert, the 
performing and creative arts 
liaison in the LLPA office is on the 
ball with regards to this medium of 
communication. 
"The thing about artistic types 
is that they all travel around in 
their own little pods and are only 
interested in what their friends 
are doing, it becomes the same 
people at the same shows," she 
said. Through social networking, 
Angela has been able to contact 
a younger audience and promote 
more efficiently. 
"When I first came here, 
the only advertising that the arts 
department did was with the 
posters you see up on the dart 
boards," she said. "Just about 
everyone under 30 has a Facebook 
account, and that web page alone 
has helped us reach a younger 
audience quicker, without wasting 
paper." 
Allan Lysell , theatre 
coordinator, has felt nothing 
but excitement for the last two 
seasons. In the 2007-2008 year, 
the theatre program celebrated 
its lOO'h production and has been 
performing four scripts a year on 
two stages since the programs 
existence at Douglas College. This 
year, the program was blessed with 
a script commissioned specifically 
for the school about the 
Woodlands Hospital, an important 
part of New Westminster history. 
"The ideal thing about our 
program is that we are a two-
year school that offers courses to 
those who may or may not want 
to pursue a career in theatrical 
performance," Lysell said. "Most 
of our students are straight 
out of high school, whereas 
UBC requires one year of post-
secondary experience." 
Allan believes that there is 
a strong presence in the Douglas 
College community but often feels 
like it's overlooked. "You could 
travel to the south side of the 
building and find people who have 
no idea that our program even 
exists," he said. 
In 2005, the Student Union 
at Douglas were involved in a 
scandal resulting in a collapse 
of special programs and funding 
provided by students for students. 
One of these programs was the 
Performing Arts Fund, a large sum 
of money put to use as seen fit by 
a committee of performing arts 
students. As it stands now, this 
fund has not been resurrected but 
still collects money from student 
fees. 
"We used to have fully-funded 
plays written and performed by 
students involving members of 
music and stagecraft. We had 
this all throughout the summer in 
addition to the regular season, and 
had enough funding to take these 
shows downtown to a bunch of 
local stages. Since the troubles at 
the DSU, this has all gone away," 
Allan commented 
With looming budget cuts and 
the Performing Arts Fund sitting 
untapped, it's hard to say what's to 
happen next in the arts. However, 
one thing still remains the same: 
it's always good to stop and 
observe your college community 
and be supportive in any way 
possible. 
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Health Professional Career 
Are you looking for a career that offers flexibility, independence and an 
opportunity to help people on a daily basis? 
We offer a full-time Massage Therapy program that can lead to a BHSC 
degree. Transfer credits will be considered. 
Come leam in the beautiful Okanagan Valley in British Columbia. 
See www.ovcmt.com OR contact 
1 800 701 8863 
Why not get creative this month? 
By Jay Schreiber 
After four long months of studies, classrooms, teachers, deadlines, early mornings 
and late nights, people at Douglas 
College are still hard at work even 
after classes end. 
With school dismissed after April 
9th, and a brief examination period to 
follow, some of Douglas' students are 
still cracking the whip and working 
hard. As if preparing for the end of 
the school year isn't bad enough, 
some students are involved in extra 
curricular projects without even 
gaining credit. 
The theatre department has 
four annual performances (with the 
exception of this year's three due to 
preparation required for Imperfect) 
and they are split between the studio 
stage and the Muir Theatre. This 
year, after classes have ended, several 
theatre students will be doing a four-
night stand working on a play by the 
name of Creative. 
Written by Douglas College 
grad Nicholas Pisapio, the play is a 
18 
reflection of life, the experience of 
death, and the afterworld to come. 
After gaining approval from Allan 
Lysell, the theatre coordinator at 
Douglas College, the play began 
rehearsals with three other Douglas 
College students involved 
Helping Nicholas perform 
his play is Tracy Schut and Gabi 
Barradas, both first-year theatre 
students, as well as grad David Quast 
who made a name for himself in last 
year's production of Dracula. 
Along with the play, musical 
accompaniment is being provided 
by a small ensemble of guitars and a 
cello (one of which is a music grad). 
Like previously stated, none of the 
performers are gaining credit for their 
work, but are receiving permission to 
use the school's space to perform in. 
The play runs fromApril14th-
18'h in the Studio theatre on the fourth 
floor on the north side of campus. 
The show starts at 7:30p.m., and 
doors are a half an hour earlier. Be 
sure to catch this touching play about 
love, imagination, and the power of 
creativity. 
Posers and Scenesters and Fangirls, oh my! 
By Jay Schreiber 
I n today's world of pop culture, there are three main categories that the human population can be sub-
divided into. · 
The first of these is the Star of the 
Show, be it a movie star, rock star, porn 
star, it doesn't matter; these people did 
something that nobody else did and thus 
have gained credit for it. 
The next category, which I have 
dubbed The Media, contains everyone 
from the publicist to the guy working at 
the record label, and even includes the 
people who host interviews and work the 
cameras during filming. Those people 
don't really care much for the fame and 
stardom of blockbuster names, they're 
just making a living off of them. 
This brings us to the final and 
largest sub-division: The Fans. Without 
fans, celebrities couldn't make their 
millions, or sell out arenas. Fans are 
the yard stick of fame and fortune, and 
are the most critical part of the entire 
process. Frequently, big names forget 
about their fans, and instead of focusing 
on them, they look at the cameras that 
are adoring them. Sad story. 
So, with that being said, there are 
further sub-divisions of a fan base and 
much like religion, being a fan comes 
with a set of beliefs that each fan of that 
category will agree with. For example, 
an emo has a lot of black, safety pins, 
nerdy glasses, and hair cut at a 45° 
angle. A metalhead might have long hair, 
band t-shirts, tattoos, girls' jeans and a 
constant hangover. 
What ticks me off about fans are 
three sub-divisions that seem to be 
growing in numbers daily. I'm talking 
about Posers, Scenesters and Fangirls, 
the dark side of being a fan. Specifically, 
these three categories have their 
differences, but in general, they're all 
just fake! 
A Poser is someone who looks like 
a fan, but isn't. Posers hang around 
events that happen, and are uninterested 
in the event, but rather care that they're 
part of the culture. In other words "I'm 
here with my friends, and that's all that 
counts. I don't care what I'm doing, 
I just want to be a part of it." This is 
the same group of people that you see 
walking around the mall who shop at 
trendy overpriced stores to buy pre-
ripped jeans for $150. 
Scenesters are very similar but 
different in several ways. Like Posers, 
a Scenester will go to concerts or other 
events to be a part of the culture. The 
main difference is that Scenesters like 
the music they listen to and enjoy the 
bands as much as their friends that 
are there with them. It's kind of like 
a halfway point, an "almost" fan, if 
you will. Posers come and go, but a 
Scenester is just that; someone who's 
always on the scene. 
So when you're not a Scenester, and 
you're worse than a Poser, you must be 
a Fangirl. Fangirls (who got their name 
mainly from the high female population) 
are the people who scream whenever 
celebrities are near. Fangirls don't care 
what you've done, who you've done, 
or how you did it, you're famous, 
therefore, I love you. The one thing 
that would make a fan girl "just die" is 
having that famous person's name on a 
piece of paper. 
Fangirls are a sneaky, secretive 
bunch who keep to themselves most of 
the time and blend in with the general 
population. Once a famous person 
is within visual distance (around 30 
metres) they transform into a group 
of swarming "fans" that glom onto 
popularity in hopes of gaining some 
themselves. Pathetic, I know. 
So what, you may ask, really 
bothers me about these types of fans? 
Being a fan means to appreciate 
someone's music, acting talent, 
artistic vision, etc., and if you only 
like someone because they're famous 
then it kind of takes the zing out of 
things, don't you think? Instead of 
knowing what someone does and stands 
for, there's only empty adoration by 
thousands of people. 
Honestly, I believe that to be a fan 
you don't need to wear anything special, 
you don't need to act in a specific way, 
and you don't need someone's name on 
a piece of paper. This classification stuff 
is bullshit, but it's there in full force. To 
be a fan, all you need to do is enjoy. 
How the Conservatives are destroying the CBC 
Tories and their corporate lackeys the biggest threat to free speech in Canada 
By Liam Britten 
T he state of Canadian media reminds me of an old riddle from elementary school that I'm 
sure everyone's heard. The riddle goes 
that there 's a farmer with a fox , a duck 
and some grain who needs to cross 
a river but can only take one of his 
three things in the boat with him at one 
time. The most important thing for the 
farmer to do is not leave the fox alone 
with the duck, or the fox will have an 
easy meal . 
Canadians, sadly, have left a fox 
watching over our duck. The fox is 
the cunning, greedy Conservative 
government and the duck is our public 
broadcaster, the CBC. And what a 
sitting duck it is . 
The Harper Conservatives have 
always been contemptuous of the 
media , but their relationship with the 
CBC is one of ideological animosity. 
The c;onservatives make no secret of 
their free market, pro-big business 
tendencies and the CBC stands in the 
way of big business maximizing their 
earnings. This is because the CBC 
represents standards. 
The CBC sets a standard because 
they provide programming at a certain 
level of quality that private media 
conglomerates must either match or 
exceed or they will lose viewers. CBC 
is able to provide this standard because 
they are a publicly owned corporation 
not interested in a "race to the bottom" 
to maximize profits . The two private 
conglomerates, Canwest Global and 
CTVglobemedia (that's right, there 
are only two companies that control 
virtually all of Canada's media), 
don't need to provide a high-quality 
challenging our established notions. 
Moore has refused to do the 
simplest things to help the CBC. The 
CBC, on the week of March 20th, asked 
for an advance on federal funding that 
they were allotted to receive-not 
more money, just money sooner. Moore 
has said that he was unaware of such 
a request despite the fact that CBC 
President Hubert Lacroix has told the 
press that he wants the advance and also 
told a several hundred-strong luncheon 
at the Empire Club about his request. 
Minister Moore must not be very 
observant if he's unaware of the request. 
Perhaps the greatest insult took 
place at last week's Juno Awards. After 
refusing an advance on funding and 
overseeing hundreds of millions of 
dollars of cutbacks to an institution of 
Canada's culture and heritage, James 
Moore shows up at the awards show 
to help present the New Artist of the 
product; they only need to provide Year Award. What gall. Apparently the 
something better than what the other is always-unaware Moore is also unaware 
broadcasting. So, if one competitor cuts of what his boss Stephen Harper had to 
back on spending and lowers quality, say during the election last year. Harper 
the other one can do so as well . lt's said, "I think when ordinary working 
a very fine way of doing business if people come home, turn on the TV 
profit is your primary objective. and see a gala of a bunch of people at, 
For the CBC, profit is not the you know, a rich gala all subsidized 
objective. The CBC has always been by taxpayers ... I'm not sure that's 
committed to quality, and letting that something that resonates with ordinary 
quality regulate broadcast television 
but since taking power a few years 
ago, the Conservatives have done 
everything short of dismantle the CBC. 
Since 2006, when the 
Conservatives took the reins of our 
public broadcaster, the CBC's bread 
and butter, sports programming, has 
gone to hell . They 've lost the rights 
to all CFL games, Toronto Blue Jays 
games , the Vancouver Olympics and 
their French affiliate Radio-Canada has 
lost the rights to Montreal Canadiens 
games . Losing the Hockey Night in 
Canada theme song seems trivial by 
comparison. 
Perhaps the greatest irony of all 
is the man currently running the CBC, 
James Moore. Moore is the Member of 
Parliament for Port Moody-Westwood-
Port Coquitlam and was made Minister 
of Canadian Heritage and Official 
Languages after the 2008 Federal 
Election. 
I've met Mr. Moore before; he 
came to talk to my high school class in 
2002 and told us that Canadians don't 
want their tax dollars being spent on 
values they disagree with. How strange 
then that a man who opposes spending 
money on new ideas and challenging 
our established notions is in charge of a 
network that should by its very nature 
should be bringing us new ideas and 
people." 
So apparently the Conservatives 
don't mind funding a "rich gala" as long 
as one of their boys gets to have a nice 
photo op when it goes down. This must 
be what Harper means when he says that 
his government supports the arts. 
The mismanagement of the CBC 
since the Conservatives took power is 
appalling, but not so much appalling as it 
is baffling. Why would the Conservative 
Party, who advertised themselves as 
the party of "Strong Leadership," stand 
by and watch as such incompetence-
takes place under their leadership? If 
I may go out on a limb here , I smell a 
"vast, right-wing conspiracy," as Hillary 
would say. The demise of the CBC is 
great for the Conservatives and private 
media conglomerates that share their 
free market ideals . lf the CBC becomes 
a useless shell of what it once was, then 
either they will be forced to produce 
such low-quality programming that they 
won't even be on the media radar, or 
more likely, Canada's public broadcaster 
will be broken up, sold off and 
privatized. Either way, Canwest Global 
and CTV globemedia win; the standards 
are gone and now the race to the bottom 
only has two runners . And the quality 
of Canada's media will become a sitting 
duck for the foxes of corporate greed. 
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NHL coaches on thin ice 
j3y Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
T his could be the final season for a couple of mainstays behind NHL benches. Craig MacTavish 
in Edmonton and Jacques Lemaire in 
Minnesota are both struggling through the 
stretch drive once again, and once again, 
both are poised to lead their respective 
clubs to an early parade to the golf course 
instead of the playoffs. 
For the Oilers, this will likely be 
their third consecutive year without 
a post-season. Now, MacTavish is 
currently in the midst of his eighth season 
helming the Oilers and that is a supreme 
accomplishment on his part considering 
that in that time span MacTavish has 
managed to miss the playoffs four times 
and is poised to make that five this year. 
Take the recent Oilers-Ducks game a 
few nights ago. Edmonton and Anaheim 
have been duelling on a night-to-night 
basis for one of the final playoff spots 
still up for grabs and when they met in 
a crucial game last Tuesday, MacTavish 
demonstrated his ineptitude for all of Oil 
Country to see. 
With the Oilers down by just one 
goal with just over a minute to play in 
the third period, MacTavish inexplicably 
called for the referees to conduct a stick 
measurement on Ducks sniper Teemu 
Selanne, and as it turned out, Selanne 
was playing with a regulation stick 
and Edmonton was assessed a two-
minute minor penalty for delay of game. 
Anaheim scored on the ensuing power 
play to seal the deal . 
Now, what makes this instance 
exceptional is that it occurred with the 
Oilers battling for their playoff lives 
against the Ducks , another team that is 
scrapping to get into the post season. 
Why would MacTavish , who knows that 
his team needs every point it can get, risk 
going to overtime and securing at least 
one point, on a stupid stick measurement? 
Now, the higher ups in the Oilers ' 
franchise have stated that MacTavish isn't 
going anywhere, which is to be expected, 
but still, you have to wonder, especially 
with the Oilers enduring a critical 2-1 loss 
to the San Jose Sharks on Thursday night. 
As for Lemaire in Minnesota, the 
only reason he still has a job is because 
of his reputation . This is a guy who is the 
only coach the Wild have ever known. 
From a management standpoint he's been 
decent. Despite making the playoffs just 
three times in franchise history, the Wild 
have sold out every single home game 
they've ever had , and Wild fans have had 
to sit through not just on-ice mediocrity 
but a Jacques Lemaire-coached team. 
To put it bluntly, the Wild are without a 
doubt the most boring team in the NHL. 
It is because of the way the Wild play that 
the league was in such poor shape a few 
years back. Too many teams were playing 
the suffocating trap preached by Jacques 
Lemaire. 
Now I know that Minnesota clearly 
has the best fans in the NHL with 
everything they've been through, but after 
another early end to the season, can that 
possibly continue? They have nothing 
to look forward to and no superstars to 
connect with except for Marian Gaborik, 
one of the most talented players in the 
league who despises Lemaire so much 
that he refused an eight-year, $80 million 
deal offered to him by the Wild. 
So if star players like Gaborik hate 
the way Lemaire plays so much that they 
are willing to spurn that kind of money, 
what's the point in keeping him around? 
Lemaire loves to stock his team with 
third-line grinders and that doesn't seem 
like it will change any time soon. With 
the Wild all but out of playoff contention 
yet again, it appears that the roster in 
Minnesota isn't the only thing that needs 
revamping. 
When the heat is on, nobody is better than Tiger 
Garth 
Mclennan 
sports editor 
...__ _ __, 
One of the 
most 
hallowed 
events in 
sports, The 
Masters at Augusta National, comes 
around this weekend and according 
to Las Vegas odds makers, Tiger 
Woods is a 2-1 favourite to emerge the 
winner. When you think about it, that's 
pretty amazing. After all, Tiger is just 
returning from a nine month absence 
due to a serious knee injury and he 's 
still the overwhelming favourite. But 
then again, maybe it shouldn't come as 
a surprise. 
Just two weeks ago, Woods won 
his first tournament since coming 
back to the PGA tour, and he did so in 
typically memorable fashion. Heading 
into the final day at the Arnold Palmer 
Invitational, Tiger was a seemingly 
insurmountable five strokes back of 
leader Sean O'Hair. But once again 
Tiger proved that it isn't over 'til it's 
over. He mounted the classic come-
from-behind Sunday Tiger charge and 
battled back to equal O'Hair on the 
20 
final hole. 
After O'Hair missed his birdie 
attempt, Tiger calmly stared down a 16 
footer to win the tournament on the 18'h 
and drained it, following it up with his 
trademark fist pump. 
The fact is, Tiger Woods it the 
best pressure athlete in history for 
any sport. Nobody else in any era or 
arena performs at that level when the 
lights are on bright. Take his stunning 
victory at last year's US Open, which 
was responsible for his knee injury. 
Basically on one leg, Tiger made the 
ultimate pressure putt when he sank 
a 12-foot birdie to force a playoff 
with Rocco Mediate the next day. 
After he made the putt, the cameras 
turned directly to Mediate, who 
simply dropped his head and said, 
"Unbelievable, I knew he'd make that." 
That describes Tiger perfectly. 
The next day, barely able to 
walk from the pain in his leg, Woods 
defeated Mediate in a thrilling 18-
hole playoff to win perhaps the most 
emotional tournament golf has seen in 
years . 
What makes Woods truly amazing 
though is that these aren't isolated 
occurrences. They aren't flukes. Tiger 
pulls things like this off all the time, 
and when the Majors roll around, he 
just turns up the magic. He's already 
got 14 wins at the Majors. 
The Masters has traditionally been 
Tiger's signature tournament. He's won 
it four times, including by a smashing 
12-stroke margin for his first ever 
Major victory back in 1997, and last in 
2005, when his magical chip-in on the 
16'h, in what would later be regarded 
as one of the most sensational plays 
in sports history, set the stage for yet 
another dramatic Tiger Woods playoff 
win, that time against Chris DiMarco. 
No one else, in any sport, can 
match Tiger when it comes to making 
spectacular moments. No one. Not 
Michael Jordan, not Wayne Gretzky, 
nobody is better than Tiger Woods. 
Sh.aquille O'Neal: the last of 
the Michael Jordan era 
By Siavash Emamzadeh 
T he NBA is almost irrelevant tome. I grew up watching 
Michael Jordan dominate the 
league , earning the support and 
respect of people across the world . 
He had it all, from his unrivalled 
on-court skills and sportsmanship 
to his irresistible off-court class 
and charisma. He definitely earned 
his nickname, "MJ the Great ." 
But since he has retired, I'm 
finding it hard to follow the NBA. 
None of the so-called superstars 
possess Jordan 's uniqueness and 
excellence. Kobe Bryant is smug, 
Steve Nash is too ordinary, LeBron 
James is not charismatic and Kevin 
Garnett is not as composed . 
In fact , there is only one player 
that's keeping me interested, even 
if barely. That player is Shaquille 
O 'Neal. 
You must be thinking that 
MJ-like talent, charisma and class 
don't really emanate from big 
Shaq-and you're right. Shaq is 
not Jordan and to take it further, I 
highly doubt that anyone will ever 
come close to Jordan's greatness as 
a whole. 
But to me, Shaq is the only 
remaining MJ-era player (or any 
player for that matter) that actually 
compels me to tune into NBA 
games. It's the combination of his 
off-the-wall antics, laxness and 
sporadic skills that has attracted 
my attention. In other words, 
what he shares with Jordan is 
uniqueness. 
He's the only guy you will 
see mimicking LeBron James's 
pre-game "photo-taking" ritual. 
LeBron James often pretends 
that he's taking pictures of his 
teammates with an imaginary 
camera. Recently, Shaq gathered 
some of his teammates and 
rolled an imaginary bowling ball , 
"knocking" down his teammates 
(or the "pins") . 
And that's the least of what 
his whacky humor has led him to 
do. At the start of the 2009 NBA 
All-Star game, Shaq, donning 
a white mask, boogied with the 
"Jabbawockeez" dance group. 
Watching the big man break 
dancing and thrusting his broad 
chest was unusually entertaining 
for All-Star festivities. And of 
course, there have been many 
other funny moments that he was 
involved in, sometimes not so 
charming (but still funny). 
His skills, although on-and-off, 
may not be game clinching, but 
can serve as a huge momentum 
shifter. Particularly, his slam 
dunks, when he raises his 7-1, 325 
lbs frame into the air and pounds 
the basketball through the rim. 
On top of sometimes shattering 
the backboard glass, he instills a 
great deal of fear in opponents. 
His presence on the court can 
not possibly go unnoticed, which 
in a way, gives his team a real 
advantage. Opponents may choose 
to double team him, leaving one 
of his teammates undefended and 
with more room to maneuver. 
"The Diesel," as they call 
him, isn't the dominating force 
he once was and it's clear that 
his age is becoming a major 
factor in his play. But until his 
last game, he will yet be a joy to 
watch-which really is a testament 
to the shortfalls of the other NBA 
"superstars". 
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Gillis' acquisitions 
leave something to 
be desired 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
T he Vancouver Canucks are the hottest team in the league right now and recently 
clinched a guaranteed playoff spot 
after a shootout loss to the Anaheim 
Ducks, but much of the credit for the 
team's success has to go to the Sedin 
twins, Ryan Kesler, Willie Mitchell , 
Roberto Luongo and of course , Alex 
Burrows. 
But what about some of the other 
player on the squad , particularly the 
ones that rookie GM Mike Gillis 
acquired this year? Mter all , the key 
cogs to Vancouver's soaring record 
weren't procured by Gillis; they are 
all products of previous managers. 
Gillis' best managerial move so far 
has clearly been inking Burrows to a 
steal of contract that will pay the man 
who will very likely be team MVP 
this year just $2 million per season 
over the next four years. 
The personnel moves that Gillis 
made include bringing in Steve 
Bernier for second and third-round 
draft picks and signing him to a $2.5 
million deal; signing Pavol Demitra 
to a two-year, $8 million deal; getting 
rough-and-tumble enforcer Darcy 
Hordichuk under contract; inking 
fourth line center Ryan Johnson to a 
two-year pact and of course, signing 
Mats Sundin. 
To be very generous to Gillis, 
there has been very little return on a 
hefty financial investment in these 
players. Bernier has just 15 goals this 
year and has gone on long dry runs. 
CINICD CIRNER 
Demitra has been solid with 51 points 
in an injury-shortened campaign, 
but $4 million is a lot of money for 
a 50 point guy. Hordichuck hasn't 
made much of an impact either way 
while Johnson 's tenure so far can 
only be classified as a total bust. 
He has missed significant time with 
various injuries and when he 's been 
in the line up he 's managed to lose 
key faceoff after key faceoff while 
playing limited minutes for a very 
generous wage of $1.1 million. 
Sundin is where it gets 
interesting. For all the money that 
we' re paying him, nine goals and 
25 points in 36 games is simply not 
enough for a guy who is a future 
sure-fire first-ballot hall of farner. 
There is no doubt that fans and the 
Canucks themselves were expecting 
a lot more from Sundin, but the 
argument can be made that while he 
isn't worth the money being paid to 
him, his mere presence has boosted 
the club because he takes a ton of 
pressure off of the Sedin twins . That 
may be true, but for a $5.3 million 
cap hit, that isn't good enough. 
So it has been a mixed bag at 
best for Gillis' decisions this year. 
It is true that Gillis was faced with 
a shallow free agent talent pool to 
choose from to say the least, and that 
the team will have money to spend 
on a deeper selection this summer. 
Still, while the Canucks have been 
surging up the Western Conference 
standings, it hasn't been because of 
any of Gillis' guys. 
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St. Louis surges thanks to young core 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
0 ne of the best stories this season has been the persistence of the resurgent St. Louis 
Blues. After languishing at the bottom 
of the Nlfl., standings for much of the 
past few years, the Blues have been the 
surprise team of the league and are one 
the verge of stunning the hockey world 
by sneaking into the playoffs. 
St. Louis has been red hot lately, 
and that has been largely thanks to a 
few of the best young players in the 
entire league. After 2006 first overall 
draft pick Eric Johnson went down 
with a season-ending leg injury that 
prevented him from suiting up at all 
this year, and leading star Paul Kariya 
played just 11 games, most wrote the 
Blues off from the beginning. But Brad 
Boyes, David Backes, Chris Mason and 
T J. Oshie have done all they can to 
prove everyone wrong. 
Boyes, 26, is perhaps the most 
underrated star in hockey. He's a deadly 
sniper that keeps quietly putting up 
high goal totals. Last year he notched 
43 and so far this season he's put away 
30 and has really emerged as one of the 
best offensive guns around. 
Backes, who Vancouver fans might 
remember as the guy that Mike Gillis 
tendered a restricted free agent offer 
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to last summer, also has 30 tallies, and 
in Kariya's absence he's really stepped 
into a leadership role at age 24. With 
St. Louis battling for every point they 
can get, they came up against the 
powerhouse Detroit Red Wmgs a few 
nights ago. Backes was the leading man 
for the Blues as he potted four goals in 
a 5-4 OT victory for St. Louis. 
Goaltender Chris Mason, 32, 
was expected to be an afterthought 
this season. After being booted out of 
Nashville despite strong play, Mason 
was expected to be a flash in the pan 
goalie with one good season who 
would casually drift away. As it turns 
out, that didn't quite happen this year. 
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After projected St. Louis starter Manny 
Legace faltered and subsequently 
cleared waivers on his way to the AHL, 
Mason was given the starting reins, and 
he hasn't missed his second chance at 
Nlfl., stardom. He's played every single 
minute of action for St. Louis for the 
past 32 games and has suited up 53 
times overall this season. He's often 
been the sole reason for his team's 
successes and has to be considered to 
be a candidate for the year's comeback 
player award. 
TJ. Oshie, 22, hasn't had the 
best statistical season of all time with 
37 points in 53 games this year, but 
as a rookie, the way that he plays is 
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where his real value lies and is a strong 
indication that he is a standout young 
prospect. He's deceptively· strong and 
possesses tremendous strength on the 
puck. His puck skills are second to 
none and he's definitely staked his 
claim as a player to watch next season. 
The Blues have been decimated 
with injuries to their top stars this year, 
but seems to have paved the way for 
players like Boyes, Backes, Mason and 
Oshie to step up. All have really proved 
their worth and have helped transform 
what should have been another 
forgettable year in St. Louis into one 
with a possible storybook ending. 
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Cut-A-Thon, David Lam 
Centre of Attention Hair Salon donated time to fundraising for student aid in the form of businesses and scholarships on Monday, March 31st. The Centre of Attention gave discounted haircuts, with all proceeds going to student aid. 
"How did you like the Juno Awards ceremony last week?" 
Jackson Stewart and Karim Sharobim 
"Very exciting, blew me away!" 
Sarah Devlin and Curtis Fraser 
''Awesome!" 
Melissa Michels, Karly Benedict and Jon Lalas 
"We didn 't watch, too busy." 
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How is the BC government doing 
on your priorities? 
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